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official presentation from day to day: "What
occupied Court and town during the months of
December and January/' he wrote, "was a much
talked of presentation that "was causing some
misgivings. The most remarkable thing is that it
was the libertines whose voices were loudest.
Sensible men, who loved the king, prayed and kept
silent. That was all they could do."

Jeanne Gomart de Vaubernier was of humble
origin, with a doubtful past; after an adventurous
youth she had become the mistress of Jean Du
Barry, a man of no morals who was out to make
money and grasp every opportunity. When
Louis XV noticed the young woman's dazzling
beauty, Jean Du Barry, with Richelieu's aid, set
to work to foster a passion that might serve their
common interests.

To make up for her plebeian birth, and wipe
out, -where possible, unpleasant memories, it was
decided that Guillaume Du Barry, Jean's brother,
should accommodate them and marry Jeanne
Vaubernier, thus giving her a name belonging to
the old nobility. Things happened secretly and as
rapidly as could be desired, on the 23rd July 1768.

Comtesse Du Barry, the pretty girl favoured bj
the king, had henceforth access to Versailles; she
could meet persons of quality there and take her
place with success; her husband soon disappeared,
after being rewarded for his services.

After that nothing more remained but the
inevitable presentation ceremony, which took place
at seven o'clock on 22nd April.